. reu- 


mene 


THE [IMPASSE AND 
NEMESIS OF 


POWER-POLITICS: 
I 


"SEPTEMBER 12, 1941 


cause nothing inspires so much fear. 
Fear grows with the killing power of the military machines of modern 


States: 


One result of that hypnotic power is that glaring contradictions can 


pass uncriticized, outrageous assumptions go unchallenged. 


The most ghastly war in history, the 
most costly in life, in treasure, and in 
selfless devotion is at present being 
waged for undeclared ends which are 
the antithesis of declared and dem- 
onstrably impossible ends—impossible 
that is, by way of war. The unde- 
clared ends are the maintenance of the 
bosses of class privilege and power. 


Every social evil which caused this 
war will be strengthened and extended 
by it, and will stimulate the process of 
social disintegration which has been in 
progress since 1914. The social evils 
which took root and fiourished in cap- 
talism, and which produced the Great 
War, the Versailles Treaty, the great 
slump of 1930 to 1934, the Ottawa 
policy, the rise of Hitler and Nazism 
in Germany, and the phenomenal and 
concerted aggression of the former 
Have-not Powers, are in this war op- 
erating more intensively and deva- 
.statingly than ever in the past, and 
preparing for our reaping a harvest 
of suffering, persecution, and want 
such as men believed would never oc- 
cur in the age of abundance. 


It needs no imagination to see be- 
hind the veil of this war the dark, for- 
bidding form of iconoclastic dictator- 
ship, threatening the earth with new 
and more menacing visitations. 


At the same time, we are being led 
to believe by leading politicians and 
ddivines that, given a British victory, 
the nations will pass out of the orgy 
of this war into an era of international 
good will and co-operation, and of 
plenty which all will share. Presum- 
ably, therefore, the power-politics 
which are running riot in this war are 
suddenly to come to an end when it 
is over, while all the economic, social 
and political revolutions that they 
are forcing upon the Powers are ap- 
parently to have no unpleasant reper- 
cussions afterwards. In the mean- 
time, be it observed, the Government 
blankly refuses to declare its peace 
aims on the ground that to do so 
would start up all the old political 
squabbles and destroy the unity of 
the nation! 


Gone For Ever 


MR. EDEN is a back number when 

5 he says that the Europe of 
1939 must not be allowed to return. 
It cannot return. The revolution in 
its economic and social structure now 
going on will ensure that. European 
capitalists know quite well that 1939 
spells antiquity so far as their lives 
and interests are concerned; hence 
their desire to set up as quickly as 
possible the most table forms of Fas- 
cism that will preserve at least a 
measure of their privileges. 


Mr, Eden’s intentions regarding 
Germany are amazingly unreal. In a 
recent speech he said: 

In the military sphere it is our bounden 
duty to ensure that Germany is not again 
in another twenty years in a position to 
plunge the world into the misery and horror 
of total war. 

This proposal, now fashionable in 
high political circles, blots out whole 
chapters of vital modern history. 
Germany might be expected to reply 
to it as follows: 

In the military sphere it is our bounden 
duty to ensure that Great Britain is not in 
a position to make another Versailles Treaty 
and thereby in another twenty years ta 
plange... 

In the House of Commons on Aug- 


ust 6 Mr. Eden sought to justify the 
distinction between the military and 


| has been accepted. 


| 


by WILFRED 
WELLOCK 


That distinction, however, is ren- 
dered invalid by the fact that Hitler 
and Nazi Germany are the product of 
power-politics in which all the 
Powers have shared, the heavy legacy 
of which includes the Treaty of Ver- 
sailles and the Ottawa Agreements. 

Mr. Eden therefore implied that 
Britain wasn’t going to behave like 
that again. Perhaps Germany won’t 
either. If Germany behaved badly 
after we had behaved badly, why this 
differential treatment ? 


Again, is Mr. Eden quite certain 
that Britain’s economic conduct will 
be exemplary when we pass into the 
deeply troubled waters of the post- 
war era? The price of magnanimity 
will then be the sacrifice of monopoly, 
sovereignty, and class privilege. 
trust Britain will be ready to pay that 
price. But where are the signs that 
she will? 


All the peoples of Europe understand 
that situation only too well, Ger- 
many, in particular, knows it. If at 
any time these peoples decide on rev- 
olution I do not think they will look 
to Britain to direct its course or events 
at the end of it. If they revolt it will 
be for a purpose of their own. The 
last thing they want is a blind revolu- 
tion. They are only too conscious 
that for a very long time they have 
been the victims of blind forces, power- 
politics that were unrelated to any 
social purpose. 


T becomes more rather than less 

important as the war proceeds 
that the pursuit of peace should be as 
realistically undertaken as it is ideal- 
istically conceived. Thus it is a par- 
ticular cause of alarm that so many 
of those who are instead pursuing the 
Roosevelt-Churchill declaration are 
pacifists who, on Christian or other 
grounds, base their approach to the 
problem of peace on moral principles. 


The declaration might have been 
commended, on moral grounds, as at 
any rate honest where it expresses the 
true character—as demonstrated by 
deeds—of the belligerent on whose be- 
half it purports to speak. In the wish 
for example, to see sovereign rights 
restored in an interdependent world; 
In its insistence on maintaining “ex- 
isting obligations” undertaken in a 
competitive spirit; and above all in its 
determination not only to see Nazism 
destroyed before realizing any new 
aims, but to maintain the arms of the 
victors while disarming the van- 
quished. Yet these are the very 
things that have been either over- 
looked altogether or at least belittled 
in an entirely unrealistic way. 

On the other hand, the principle of 
the economic unity of mankind has 
been taken as “accepted” by Britain 
and the USA, Whatever may be 
meant by the political acceptance of 
principles or policies by the signing of 
documents by statesmen, it is surely a 
misuse of words to suggest that in 
any moral sense any such principle 
For “by their 


economic treatment of Germany after | fruits ye shall know them,” and not by 


the war. 


the pictures on the seed packets. 


WAR WILL MAKE 
MORE DICTATORS 


KNOW nothing in the modern world which exercises so much 
hypnotic power over men’s minds as does war, probably be- 


HE foregoing considerations con- 
vince me that in no future that 
can be foreseen is there any prospect 
of a major revolution such as would 
be involved in the abandonment of 
power-politics. From which I con- 
clude that when, after the war, nations 
begin to reap the whirlwind, the in- 
evitable harvest of this latest episode 
in a process of world revolution, the 
resources which in Britain were poured 
into the war machine with such reck- 
less prodigality in order to destroy 
life, will in the name of profit be with- 
held from production, and thus from 
serving their true function of enrich- 
ing and increasing life. 

Therefore, so far from the war solving the 
problems which caused it, it will add to their 
number. It will not even solve the problem 
of Germany, whose revolution will continue 
under Nazi, neo-Nazi or Communist leadership. 

In general, dictatorship will spread, whence 
power over the lives and destinies of increas- 
ing millions of men, women, and children will 
pass into the hands of adventurers, or men who, 


under the intoxication of power, will tend to 
become adventurers. 


In this situation we reach the supreme prob- 
lem of the modern world: the impasse of dic- 
tatorship which controls larger concentrations 
of power than have ever been known. We 
have reached a point when the incalculable 
wealth-producing power of the machine may be 
eaptured and controlled by adventurers, the 
most unscrupulous members of scciety, men 
who, by means of that power, can fortify their 
regimes with military machines of gigantic 
strength, police and spy systems, and yes-men 
in every department of the State. Al] these 
officials quickly become a new vested interest 
and eventually a privileged class which will do 
all in its power to consolidate the regime, 
since it will stand or fall with the dictator. 


The application of power-politics to that 
situation can only change the dictatorship, 
which would run into the same power-mould. 

In this impasse civilization stands in danger 
of perishing. 


Since constitutional polities are put out of 
action by the emergence of dictatorship, we 
are left with the alternative of trying to 
achieve social revolution from within, via an 
awakened social consciousness and a re-birth 
of the human spirit. 

It is an inspiration to discover that in new 
and often unexpected places people are being 
led by reason and intuition to this same con- 
clusion. I hope ta give evidence of this de 
velopment in the near future. 


Disobedience 
In U.S. Army 
MANY DESERT 


UBSTANCE has now been 

given in the British press to 

the indirect suggestion which we 

reported on August 29 of pos- 

sible mass disobedience in the 
United States army. 


In an unusually revealing article in 
the Daily Mail on September 4, C. J. 
Prevost, Washington Correspondent 
of the Detroit Free Press and Presi- 
dent-elect of the National Press Club 
of America, stated: 

In one week more than 300 draftees de- 
serted from a New Jersey camp, and in 
Kentucky 350 men were held in barracks for 
deserting, it was revealed when one of them 


was killed by a guard in attempting to 
escape. 


The same writer, referring to the 
fact that the law extending the Ameri- 
can conscripts’ term of service (which 
our earlier report suggested might be 
a chief cause of disobedience) was 
passed only by the odd vote in 405, re- 
veals that “it required all the pressure 
Administration could muster to push 
this measure through.” 


An interesting comment on his fur- 
ther remark that “the morale in the 
camps themselves is anything but 
good” is provided by the latest issue 
of the American weekly Uncensored to 
reach us, Dated so long ago as Aug. 
2 last, it declared: 


Meantime Americans are beginning to 
lower their voices when they talk about how 
the boys in camps feel about this or that. 
people read lettera from draftees with the 
same feeling of expectation they have when 
they read uncensored letters from Europe. 
For this condition the War Department is 
responsible primarily. But the American 
press is also to blame. Because of unbe- 
lievable lack of enterprise, or a distorted 
conception of patriotism, it is failing to 
give the public the news about the draft 
camps. The newspapers print interminable 
and unchecked handouts about manoeuvres. 
The picture magazines print pictures of 
movie stars making pals with the boys. By 
and large, that is all. 


And if it be claimed—as it hardly ean, 
since the principle was enunciated 
in Wilson’s third point, in 1918, and 
several times since, notably by Sir 
Samuel Hoare—that the democracies 
intentions in this matter have not yet 
had a chance to come to fruition, the 
same certainly cannot be said of the 
profession of respect for “the right of 
all peoples to choose the form of gov- 
ernment under which they will live.” 


But suppose we do assume that the 
finer aspects of the declaration truly 
represent our country’s aims and the 
less desirable ones simply the rough 
edges that can be smoothed off to meet 
superficial objections—what then? 
Then we say that for those who seek 
to give a moral lead in the search for 
peace to commend this document as 
“a great step forward” is to overlook 
the vital moral necessity of repent- 
ance. The rich young man who de- 
sired—-no doubt very heartily—to en- 
ter the Kingdom of Heaven with due 
respect for his “existing obligations” 
found it impossible, in fact, to take the 
next step forward—though he had 
passed all the “credal” tests. 


Yet there is a greater consideration 
than any of these which is virtually, if 
not actually, ignored altogether by 
those pacifists who claim! moral 
grounds for concentrating peace effort 
on the eight points. It is the fact 
that the realization of those aims-— 
call them good, bad, or indifferent ag 
you will—lies the other side of the 
most frightful war, fought to a most 
bitter end—which must also be a com- 
plete Allied victory. However tough 
a job of improvement it presented to 


Moral Leadership and the Eight Points 


the pacifist, a declaration of peace 
aims might have been well worth 
making the focus of a campaign pro- 
vided it contained the possibility and 
indicated the will to make it the basis 
of an early approach to the German 
people and a cessation of the war. 
That essential factor is completely 
lacking in both the practical and 
moral aspects of the Roosevelt-Church- 
ill declaration. To chase after it as if 
it had in it even the germ of peace is 
to vitiate any claim to moral leader- 
ship at a time when such leadership 
is Most needed. 


YOUR TURN NOW? 


ERE is perhaps a new way of 
looking at what we feel is our 
readers’ responsibility to do all they 
can to ensure that Peace News will 
keep going in the event of its having 


to meet a crisis. We recognize with 
gratitude that many of our sub- 
scribers are by no means able to 
afford constant or large donations; 
but it is particularly encouraging to 
know that some at any rate bear it 
constantly in mind and feel that, as 
one reader put it recently, their 
“turn” comes round from time to 
time. Ask yourself now—and 
periodicatly—-whether you do not 
fee] that it is your turn. This 
week’s total for the Fighting Fund 
ig £18 15s. 7d. 

Please make all cheques, POs and money 
orders payable te Peace News Ltd. and 
crossed “‘a/e Payee,” and address them to the 


Accountant, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, 
a, NA. 
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A PACIFIST COMMENTARY : 
“ OBSERVER” 


EDITED BY 


FEVERYWHERE over the war 
situation a cloud of obscur- 


ity and ambiguity has descended. 

The Germans are within 12 miles of 
Leningrad; the Germans are not with- 
in 50 miles of it. The Germans have 
captured Briansk; the Germans are 
nowhere near that crucial railway 
junction. 

Col. Moore-Brabazon has expressed 
the opinion that it is a very good 
thing for us that Russians and Ger- 
mans should be killing one another 
wholesale; Col. Moore-Brabazon has 
been misinterpreted. 


Turkey is pleased that Russo-British 
forces have invaded Iran; Turkey. is 
gravely alarmed by an action which 
gives the Germans an equal “right” 
to invade their own country. 


President Roosevelt has declared 
himself absolutely opposed to the ap- 
peasement of aggressor-nations; ne- 
gotiations are going on between the 
USA and Japan. 


These are only a few specimens. 
taken at random out of the bag, of 
the contradictions which have sud- 
denly become the staple of our news 
of the war. I say “suddenly,” because 
the confusion and ambiguity really 
appears to be of a different order from 
what has previously pravailed. It is 
now all-comprehending. 9 


Roosevelt’s Part 


MAKE no pretence to unravel the tangle. 

It seems to be part of the deliberate pur- 
pose of President Roosevelt to help to create 
this atmosphere of ambiguity. In a broadcast 
on Labour Day in America (Sept.1) the Presi- 
dent said that he had rejected, and now re- 
jected again, the demand that he should ne 
gotiate with Hitler. 

Instead, I know I speak for the con- 
science and determination of the American 
people when I say that we shali do every- 
thing in our power to crush Hitler and his 
Nazi forces. 

Now the ordinary man interprets that as 
meaning that the USA will come fully into 
the war. It is natural that he should so 
interpret it: that is the plain meaning of the 
sentence. Yet there is no solid ground for 
believing that the USA will do any such thing. 
Mr. Brailsford, just returned from a careful 
investigation of the real situation in USA, 
writes thus: 

I can imagine no set of circumstances, even 
in the distant future, that would extort the 
consent of Amerien to a European expedi- 
tion. Before that happens its mood must 


radically change. Is the President trying to 
change it? I cannot answer that question 
with confidence, but I will venture to say 
this: the nearer I got to the White House 
during my stay in Washington, the less con- 
fident were those I met. The President has 
given the most explicit public pledges,, which 
he renewed privately to Senators, to ease 
the passage of the Lend-Lease Act. It is, 
then, possible and even probable that his 
own belief is that America can sce us through 
by forms of assistance that fal] “short of 
war” (New Statesman, Sept. 6.) 


Ulterior Motive ? 


HAT then can be the object of the Presi- 

dent in thus deliberately creating am- 
biguity? Is he hoping to depress the morale 
of the German people? It seems a_ perilous 
game to play, seeing that it involves deluding 
the British people. 


For although the President can argue that 
a speech to American Jabour ought to be in- 
terpreted in accord with its American context, 
and that, for example, “every American 
knows” it is not in America’s power to send 
an American army to Europe, the fact re- 
mains that a speech by Fresidert Roosevelt 
at the present moment is, inevitably, an in- 
ternational document, however much it may 
be intended for domestic consumption. 


Not In Step? 


UITE apart from these ambiguous words, 

the evidence accumulates that the Presi- 

dent of the USA has a policy of his own which 

differs in some vital particulars from what 
seems to be the British Government's. 

Thus it is very definitely reported (Daily Tele- 
graph, Aug. 30) that he has decided not toa 
five any sort of public recognition to General 
de Gaulle’s movement. That makes palpable a 
radical divergence between America’s and the 
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Why This Confusion? 


Straws in the Wind 


Daily Herald reported that the Germans had 
persuaded the Finns to abandon the idea of 
making peace with Russia. 


It may be that when the secret diplomatic 
history of the past few days is revealed, we 
shall find that Washington has by hesitation 
and delay thrown away a chance of doing 
something useful. 

What on earth that means, I have no idea. 
I merely register the fact that both reports 
agree that American diplomacy was primarily 
concerned with these tentative negotiations. 


Significant Delay 


A THIRD straw which may indicate the way 
the wind is blowing in Washington is 
the suggestion in the New Statesman (Sept. 6) 
that the delay in sending delegates to the con- 
ference on supplies to Russia is due to Ameri- 
can hesitations. A secret session of Parlia- 
ment on that mystery of non-co-operation has 
been demanded and refused. A leader in the 
Eastern Daily Press (Sept. 6) underlines the 
hint that the delay is due to American hesi- 
tation. 

Help can be given to Russia only by the 
diversion of supplies which would atherwise 
have come to us, and the problem has to be 
thought out very carefully in America before 
it is any use sending a delegation to Moscow 
... Moreover there is no point in disguising 
the fact, of which the Americans are very 
conscious, that our knowledge of what is 
happening in Russia is very scanty. 


That seems an odd reason for not sending a 
delegation to find out what is happening. But 
the implication appears to he that conditions 
in Rusgia y be such that supplies might 


British Goverment’s policy toward Vichy @asiter be sted. On the other hand we re 


France—although Mr. Mackenzie King is re 
ported (News Chronicle, Sept. 9) to have said 
that “Mr. Churchill told him he was anxious 
to keep up the link between the British Em- 
pire and Vichy through the Vichy Minister in 
Ottawa and the Canadian representative in 
Vichy."”” In the eyes of the USA the Vichy 
Government is the authentic government of 
France, which is, both i npolitica) theory and 
emotional fact, ‘‘a friendly nation.” 

Whether this relation will change in any 
way if, as ig now persistently rumoured, a 
peace-treaty is being negotiated between Ger- 
many and France, remains to be seen. It may 
simply be that the somewhat peremptory re- 
fusal of recognition to the Free French move- 
ment was the easiest way of evading General 
de Gaulle’s embarrassing offer to place his 
bases in French West Africa at the disposal 
of the USA. 

Again, whereas it was very categorically re- 
ported (The Times, Sept. 3) that American 
officials—“‘obviously with the knowledge and 
approval of the President’— were acting as 
intermediaries in arranging an armistice be- 
tween Finland und Russis, auw that Finiand 
has recovered her 1939 frontiers, and that the 
Germans Yad decided not to put any obstacle 
in the way, on the next day (Sept. 4) the 


THE CORRUPTION 
OF POWER — 2 


Te corruption of power has a still 
, more insidious and demoraliz- 
ing effect on human nature when it 
has secured the sanction of social 
tradition and custom; and still more 
when, in tne name of religion, having 
received the Church’s approval and 
blessing, it masquerades as a virtue. 


The countenance given by the medi- 
aeval Church to the torture and put- 
ting to death of heretics was utterly 
corrupting to its Christianity: and the 
face-saving subterfuge of handing 
over the condemned to be dealt with 
by the secular arm made it worse, not 
better. With that sham shifting of 
the responsibility (which at its first 
adoption may have been the sign of 
an uneasy conscience) conscience be- 
cars deadened till no conscience was 
eft. 


But had not that deadening of con- 
science already begun when the 
Church instigated and then gave its 
blessing to the Crusades? For it was 
closely upon that that religious perse- 
cution followed, on a more violent and 
a more ruthlessly exterminating scale 
than ever before; it formed indeed an 
actual part of the Crusades; and from 
then on the Church stood doubly com- 
mitted to power-politics—which we 
are told, on high authority, is “the ne- 
gation of Christianity.” 


OUR INCONSISTENCY 


People are very ready today to con- 
demn the Church and State of the 
Middle Ages for the cruelties to which 
tradition and the ideologies of the age 
had accustomed them. But the con- 
demnation is reserved mainly for 
those which we ourselves no longer 
practise. We condemn religious per- 
secution; we do not condemn war; we 
condemn judicial torture, but we make 
a reservation for flogging; we express 
outraged horror at the deaths of civ- 
ilians caused by air-raids; we do not 
express any horor at all (only polite 
regret) at the sometimes greater num- 


ber of deaths caused upon our high- 
roads by speed-traffic. 

In this last month of July the deaths over 
which we express pious horror were 501: but 
in June the deaths for which we have only 
polite regret were 618. And this heavier pro- 
portion of deaths caused “‘peacefully’’ to 
deaths caused by war has heen a permanent 
feature of our social amenities for the last 
twenty or thirty years. Published statistics 
have informed us that the road-deaths, year 
by year, have been more numerous than the 
annual death-casualties of any war that. this 
country had ever waged previous to the last 
one, which we still call the “Great War.” 


And because this slaughter upon our roads 
was the accompaniment of a general conveni- 
ence which had more and more become not at 
first n military but only a “commercial nec- 
essity,’? we allowed it to go on without any 
deep feeling of horror, and with a leniency of 
penalty in the vast majority of cases which, 
under our system of insurance against fines 
and third party risk was no deterrent what- 
ever to reckless driving. 


POWER IS UNCONTROLLED 


Man’s power to help or to do hurt 
to his fellow man has been vastly in- 
creased and extended since the begin- 
ning of the present century. And be- 
cause that increase of power has not 
been accompanied and controlled by a 
sufficient restraining influence of con- 
sideration and good will toward those 
whom it may adversely affect, it has 
been definitely demoralizing in its re- 
sults: we have become socially callous 
to the discomfort, and worse than 
discomfort, caused to others by in- 
creased comfort for ourselves. Surely 
a civilization whose increase of power 
has such results is a civilization which 
stands condemned, 


And this cheapening of life, which 
has directly followed from the letting 
loose of speed-traffic upon our public 
roads, for the sake of the material ad- 
vantages, which so large a number are 
able to derive from it, is but one in- 
stance of the corruption of power 
which has befallen modern civilization. 

Man’s discovery of flight, which might have 
been a blessing and a bond of peace between 
nations, has become a curse which threatens 


ruin to our present socia} structure. And it 
is not without significance that not only in 


member that a powerful American Senator de- 
clared his “implacable opposition to sending 
any supplies whatever to Russia. 


‘*Freedoms’’_—in Russia 


ERTAINLY, the “four freedoms,” on 
which President Roosevelt made an in- 
teresting triple variation in his speech to 
American labour, can hardly be said to be 
furthered by sending aid to Russia. 


The American workman was exhorted to 
increase production in order to defend free 
dom of worship, freedom of speech, freedom of 
labour, and freedom of business enterprise. 
The only one of those freedoms that can, by 
any stretch of imagination, be said to exist 
in Russia is freedom of labour; but since that 
was defined by President Roosevelt as ‘trade 
unionism with full freedom of expression and 
peaceful assembly,” it also ig non-existent in 
Russia. 


Thus it is probable that the President feels 
a certain ideological emburrassment, . in. ap- 
Pearing to support Russia; and possible that 
the inhibitions attributed ta Washington in the 
matter of supplies to Russia are really oper- 
ative. 


A Curse or a Blessing ? ®Y ‘LAURENCE 


HOUSMAN 


this, but in every other case of increase of 
power brought about by new discovery, its 
misapplication has directly served to increase 
the horror, the imprecisions and the injustices 
of war; with the result that—-as the Pope him- 
self has now declared--totalitarian warfare 
makes just war impossible. 

The power of all these new inventions to 
do evil over-rides and reduces to futility their 
power to do gaod; and the closer contacts 
across time and space, and the wider and more 
immediate means of communication from 
people to people, which they make _ poasible, 
have resulted not in health but disease, be- 
cause, through increase of power without the 
accompaniment of good will. the whole social 
body has become an infected body. Wherever 
new power extends its reach and establishes 
new contacts corruption goes with it. 

Take as an instance the enormously in- 
creased power of propaganda by radia to 
spread the poison of hatred and lying, which 
become more and more necessary for the 
carrying-on of war. No check can be placed 
on it: the voice of war now goes everywhere ; 
even nations which are not engaged in it 
have their minds filled with it and take angry 
sides in a struggle which is not yet theirs: 
but tomorrow may be; for less and_ less, 
through the increase of its power, can war 
be kept within frontiers or limited to the bell- 
igerents only. 


ONE THING LACKING 


And behind all this, before ever a 
state of war was declared, there has 
been that ominous growth of machine- 
power, which under capitalist control 
threatens more and more not to be a 
blessing but a curse. I read quite re- 
cently that in the USA the power of 
production which in 1899 was in the 
proportion of two man-power per head 
of population, in 1935 had risen to 100 
man-power. 


How much has that increase of pro- 
ductive power, which has become gen- 
eyal in other countries throughout the 
world, benefitted the human race? 


How much is it going to benefit it? Is it 
going to lessen vuemployment, to abolish pov- 
erty, to diminish hard labour, to provide heal€ 
and leisure, and give to toiling mg&n and wo- 
men life more worth living? 


It has not done it yet; and without the 
necessary accompaniment of kindness’ and 
good will and consideration for the needs of 
all, it will) never do it: it will only provide 


yet another instance of the corruption of 
power. 


rn es 


HETHER such inhibitions are reasonable 

is not out concern here. Mr. Brails- 
ford’s account of the general American reac- 
tion to the German attack on Russia is that 
“it powerfully reinforced the massive Ameri- 
can reluctance to enter ‘the shooting war’ ’— 
on the material ground that since Russian 
man-power was practically illimitable. there 
could be no need to send the boys overseas. 
But. that would only increase the need of 
supplies; and it is precisely the American 
willingness to send supplies to Russia that is 
now being questioned. 


Perhaps some delicate middle line is being 
sought-—-enough supplies to prevent Ruasia 
from being everwhelmed, but not enough to 
help war to victory—a kind of Brabazon-Dor- 
chester line, in fact. That ig a theme for 
speculation. 


A more probable cause of the inhibition is 
that. supplies are still very short, and that it 
would be mere foolishness to send them to 
Russia if Russia is not going to hold out much 
longer. 


Fools’ Paradise 


T is remarkable how difficult it is to try 
to get people to assess the actual situation 
in the particular matter of USA’s attitude to 
the war-—let alone in matters generally. The 
Acting Editor tells me that our recent attempt 
to show one aspect of that attitude by reference 
to American conscripts’ lack of enthusiasm for 
military service in their own country produeed 
from one pacifist the demand to know whether 
the article meant “anything more than no- 
thing at all.” But if, as I had supposed, 
pacifists tend to be more ready than others to 
face even unpleasant facts for the sake of 
getting as true a picture of the actual situa- 
tion as possible, in what a fools’ paradise must 
the ordinary reader of the daily press be still 
living! 

To begin with, the ordinary reader does not 
see The Times, which contained the most out- 
standing corrective so far to he found by a 
diligent search of the general press—the 
letter, under the actual title of ‘‘Fools’ Para- 
dise,” to which I referred last week. And 
though considerably more people read the 
Daily Mail, and may therefore have seen in 
its Sept. 4 issue another outstanding correc- 
tive (quoted in part on our front page this 
week), by C. A. Prevost, with the large head- 
line “‘And even now the war doesn’t worry 
them.”’ the more palatable picture which it 
corrects continues to receive the greater prom- 
inence, taking the press as a whole. And that 
in savite of the recent little campaign of cor- 
rection into which the press apparently had 
to be officially goaded. 

I write in advance of Mr. Roosevelt’s broad- 
cast. but I cannot conceive (and certainly 
would have thourht it unwise of our people to 
hope) «that if the Americsn Union is in the 
state revealed even by that little campaign, it 
is in a position to do anything very decisive 
as a result of the Greer incident. Two or three 
of our popular papers did go out of their way 
to warn their readers not to expect much 
(while their other headlines did their best to 
raise expectations of American wrath). Yet 
the one paper that rather encouraged those ex- 
pectations was the one that had lately seemed 
most balanced—the Daily Maiif 


‘* Bigger Army’’ Portent 


4 Bete Daily Herald (Sept. 4) reports that 
sweeping new plang for the calling-up 
of millions of men for military service will 
shortly be announced by the Government.” If 
that be true, it certainly looks as though (1) it 
is accepted that American man-power will not 
be forthcoming for war on the European con- 
tinent; and (2) “vital new decisions on war- 
strategy have, heen recently taken by the Gov- 
ernment, arising out of war-developments on 
the Russian front”--to quote the Heraid again. 


The last is an oracular phrase. It may mean 
that the Russian resistance has encouraged 
the hope of re-opening land-war on the West- 
ern front, or that the German advance-—“the 
occupation of an area as great as the Greater 
Reich in 10 weeks of fighting” (Times, Sept. 
2)—-has dashed the hopes based upon the block- 
ade. That is to say, the decision to increase 
the army greatly (if it has been taken) may 
be either hopeful or desperate. 


Turkey’s Attitude 


‘AFT EANWHILE, it is being emphatically sug- 
iV gested that Germany is planning a coup 
in Turkey at an early date, of which the im- 
mediate object is to secure a passage for some 
of the Italian fleet through the Dardanelles. 
And indeed it is difficult ta see any reason why, 
if Russia and Britain may make free with 
Iran, Germany should not make free with 
Turkey. 

If the German legation is to be thrown out 
of Iran, why may not the British legation be 
thrown out of Turkey? The cases seem to be 
on a par with one another. 


The only question is whether Turkish re- 
siatance to Germany would be less perfuntory 
than that of Iran to Britain and Russia. I 
doubt whether it would be; and IT should sup- 
pose that the Anglo-Russian occupation of 
Iran has lessened the likelihood of any serious 
Turkish resistance to a German demand that 
the Straits be opened for an attack on the 
Russian Black Sea fleet. 


Inflation Fears 


A TURNING POINT has now been reached 

In our economic affairs. says the Man- 
chester Guardian (Sept. 4). The trend toward 
inflation, foreseen by all competent observers 
more than a year ago, has now become defin- 
ite and dangerous. The TUC has once again 
declared its opposition to any direct control of 
wares, 

Apparently accepting this decision as final. 
the Manchester Guardian turns hopefully to 
the plan put forward some months ago by Dr. 
Kalecki, whereby all personal expenditure in 
shops would be strictly rationed. Every 
adult would be allowed to spend 25s. a week, 
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WHY WAR ?— and WHY WORRY? 


e 
Wwuy all this chasing about after will o’ the wisps? 
fism is irrelevant why worry about it? i 
If “community” is escapism, well why 


not let the dead bury their dead? 
not let a few poor devils escape? 


PEACE NEWS 


If “pure” paci- 
If the “left” is sterile, why 


This chasing about telling each other 


where “you get off” shows that the tares of totalitarianism, orthodoxy, 
religious and political tests are still growing in ourselves. 


During the period of alleged re- 
armament, we alleged pacifists were 
accused of not being realists. In a 
way that was true, for although we 
said that armaments lead inevitably 
to war. we tried to stop the war by 
our own type of propaganda, by pet- 
itions and so on. 

Note well: whilst we were trying to 
stop the inevitable, other people were 
going ahead with active preparations 
for war. There is a moral. Let us 
get on with active preparations for 
peace, and not waste too much time 
and energy deciding whether this par- 
ticular kind of service is more than 
one hair’s breadth nearer true paci- 
fism than that, Let us be realists in 
a more real sense than we were in 
the days when war was prepared be- 
fore our eyes. 


* 


HAT will be the actual situation 
when open hostilities pause for 
“peace” once again? None of us can 
be quite sure of any factor of the 
eace, but there are some things! 
which are most likely and almost in- 
evitable. 


A “B.E.F.”— For instance, there will 
OF PEACE be several million men 

(and women) in the 
armed forces. Let us not think of 
these people as soldiers etc., but as 
fellow men and women who in their 
own way have done what they could 
to fulfil the claims which civilization 
has made upon them. 


Is it beyond the wit of men who 
have organized these people from 
their humble homes to lands hundreds 
and thousands of miles away to adapt 
this organization to maintain these 
simple, honest folk in these or other 
more hospitable lands during the 
years of reconstruction? Not to be 
regimented and marched as soldiers, 
but to be encamped as holiday-makers. 
English and American holiday-makers 
do go to such places as Egypt, Pale- 
stine, Iraq, so why not let those who 
have given so much in defence of Em- 


pire have a share of some of the good 
things of “Empire”? 

Instead of sending at great cost to the tax- 
payer guns, tanks and ammunition, Jet us 
send at a much less cost our true ambassadors 
of peace, the wives (or husbands) and children 
of these British folk in foreign parts; send 
the complement of teachers, doctors, and 
nurses. Let these thousands of ordinary folk, 
free from the restrictions of military disci- 
pline, be the means by which these foreign 
countries will enjoy the benefits of British 
tourist traffic, and let these foreign brothers 
learn what ordinary English folk are like. 


Too revolutionary an idea? Then why 
war? Too Utopian? To do this would not 
be so difficult as it is to feed an army on the 
march, nor so wasteful. 


Of course, anyone who had a conscientious 
objection to a conscript holiday at the nation’s 
expense would be allowed (after satisfying a 
tribunal) to come home and join the unem- 
ployment queues. Let the folk out there have 
a free vote on the matter. Of course, it is 
a moot question whether a free vote is passi- 
ble in the Army. Do the general publie ap- 
preciate the amount of censorship which is 
possible in the Army? Is it known that al- 
most every letter a private sends can be cen- 
sored by his Commanding Officer (when the 
unit is abroad) ? 


This suggests the subject of a General Elec- 


WHICH KINGDOM ? 
By C.D.H, Boram 4/6 


The title of this book might 
well have been CHRIST or 
CAESAR. for this is its 
challeig= and its appeal to 
the Church, 
divided 


“Follow 


to give up her 
allegiance and to 
after the things 
which make for peace” 


LONDON: THE C, W. DANIEL CO. 
LTD. 


40 Great Russell Street, W.C.1. 


When wil) 


the Government declare that 
the state of emergency is at 


tion after the fighting has ceased. 


THE NEXT 
3 an end so that a free general 
ELECTION election can be held? The 


Khaki Election of 1918 would more correctly 
be named the non-khaki election, for it was 
rushed on to the political stage before the 
men in khaki could acquaint themselves with 
the political situation. 


This is not an argument for prolonging the 
life of the present Parliament and the state 
of emergency, for three years after the fight- 
ing stops. This is a question of civil] liberty 
which the men in khaki and blue might well 
thank those at home for looking into early. 
Let those who. are concerned about 2 political 
policy for pacifista fight for the political rights 
of all conscripts, military and industrial. 


* 


FTER the war there will be a great 

housing shortage. Let us con- 
sider now whether there is any revo- 
lutionary principle to guide our town 
and city planning experts in their 
efforts to solve our ever-recurring 
slum problems. 


There is a tendency to plan half- 
hearted garden cities in country sites 
near the present industrial centres, 
thus spreading the industrial disease 
(dis-ease). How far would it be pos- 
sible to concentrate factories in gar- 

den-park towns and cities 
TOWN- with all usual civic amen- 
PLANNING ities (municipal offices, 

theatres, cinemas, baths, 
etc), encircled with a narrow green 
belt, and build Peoples’ Communities 
in the surrounding country within 
easy cycling and transport distance of 
the main industrial centre? 


This has the advantage of checking 
ribbon development, it brings every 
one into contact with the country, 
(All those who can afford it have al- 
ready voted:for this change from city- 
pent life; those with cars have moved 
right into the country when possible, 
and the man of moderate means has 
bought himself a “ribbon” house as 
far from the city centre as he could 
afford to go). It solves, too, the es- 
trangement between town and coun- 
try, for under this arrangement the 
farm worker could live next door to 
the city engineer, and their children 
could be educated together. By tak- 
ing trunk roads through the industrial 
centres, the roads round the country 
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Plan NOW for Peace, 
urges DICK 
DARLINGTON, 
Rugby member 


the P.P.U. 


of 


communities would be safe for hikers 
and cyclists. 


There igs a great deal more to be said about 
this new principle of town planning, but 
there is the germ of the idea. It is practical 
and realistic. First step could be taken now 
by building hut communities a few miles from 
the most blitzed towns and cities. Mains- 
water und electricity could easily be supplied 
even under war conditians. Sanitation might 
have to undergo another revolution, but under 
the guidance of the right people it would turn 
out to the advantage of the country and save 
the importation of fertilizers. 

Pacifist: trnined on land communities could 
devote themselves to helping folk in these 
country communities to develop and 
SLANT cnjoy their new surroundings. 
NOW! Pacifists devoted to the interests of 

* the industrial worker could do worse 
than agitate for country homes for workers. 
And now. 


ans.p 


If workers living in country hut-communi- 
ties became more efficient as war workers, why 
worry? It is better their children should live 
there with their parents than be evacuated 
to overcrowded villages. The erection of coun- 
try hut communities a few miles from the 
blitzed areas is a possible solution of the evac- 
uation problem, and the measure in which we 
solve this evacuation problem will be a pretty 
clear indication as to how far we shall solve 
housing and unemployment problems after the 


war. 
* 


HY war among ourselves about a 
policy? Why worry about a 
blue print of the new social order? 
Let us be realists of the real kind. 
Here are real problems waiting for 
imaginative minds to solve. Some 
wild solutions have been hinted at, but 
nothing so wild or so expensive as the 
organization for war demands. 


The writer presents you with these 
wii solutions. Don’t dismiss them 
as fantastic if you mean business, and 
don’t talk again about a political pol- 
icy if you cannot make better sugges- 
tions. If you like these fantastic no- 
tions, they are yours, there is no copy- 
right. The writer is not going to send 
out circular letters, he is not going to 
form a new group, he hasn’t time. 
He has only one policy: to demand for 
others the right to live abundantly. 


NOTES 


BURNING BOATS 


(East Midlands Area) 


MMHE origins! intention behind the 
& meeting held at Leicester on 
September 6 was that it should be a 
small meeting of the well-established 
East Midlands Area Committee, To 
this meeting Stuart Morris and myself 
were invited some weeks ago. As 
the development drive began to make 
itself felt and especially after the De- 
velopment Committee meeting on 
August 30 the meeting began t6 take 
on another shape, so that by the time 
we arrived to speak at three o’clock 
last Saturday it had become a_ full 
conference of groups in the area. Forty 
five members were present, coming 
from eleven groups, as far removed 
from each other as, for instance, 
Derby, Newark, and Peterborough. 


The meeting had a feeling of spon- 
taneity, which later increased with the 
discussion and made possible far- 
reaching decisions. The conference 
was opened by Stuart Morris, who 
made a careful survey of the past 
history of the movement. He showed 
how the PPU had advanced from a 
simple renunciation of war by way 
of the philosophy expressed in the 
Bond of Peace pamphlets to the pres- 
ent time, when it was faced with the 
responsibility of fitting itself for 
leadership in a world of new values— 
a world in which good relationships 
were more highly esteemed than riches 
or power. Part of this preparation 
involved the new area reorganization 
now taking place. 


Following on from this I pointed out 
the necessity for such a conference to 
make up its mind to accept the onus 


thrust upon it in view of the clear 
line of future growth indicated by 
Stuart Morris. Only by the power of 
imagination and the willingness to act 
in faith could the way be found. 


The corference responded and a 
real corporate mind was revealed. By 
a large vote it was decided to urge 
the Area Committee to appoint a paid 
organizer. Toward this end many 
present guaranteed sums and _ alto- 
gether 25s. per week has been defin- 
itely promised. 

With such a determination to suc- 
ceed, and by the burning of the boats 
of orthodoxy, the East Midlands paci- 
fists have challenged future confer- 
ences. At its next meeting on Sep- 
tember 27 the Area Committee will 
be able to put into operation plans for 
organization which two months ago 
would have seemed impossible, 


The East Midlands Area consists of 
eight regions. 

The Area Secretary is Miss Norah 
North, 17, Highbury Road, Thur- 
maston, nr. Leicester. 

The Area Representative is Harold 
Higgs, c/o 108 London Road, Lei- 


cester. 
John Barclay 


Sept. 13-14: National Council Meeting. 

Sept. 20: Yorkshire Area Conference, Brad- 
ford; speaker Stuart Morris. 

Sept. 20: West Midlands Area Conference 
Friends’ Meeting House, Wolverhampton; 
speaker, John Barclay. 


GROUP ACTIVITIES 


Bristol Central.—The newly formed Bristol 
Central group has arranged a series of dis- 
cussions—each to be opened by a paper and 
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N.Z. Pacifists 
Jailed 
C.0.s’ POSITION 


4 WO of those who have led and in- 

spired the Christian Pacifist So- 
ciety of New Zealand since its forma- 
tion in 1985 are among its first “cas- 
ualties.” 

They are the President, the Rev. O. 
E. Burton and the secretary, Mr. A. 
C. Barrington; their address is now 
reported as: H.M. Prison, Wellington. 
The length of their sentences is not 
stated in news reaching us. 

Other members have received three 
month sentences after speaking at 
open-air meetings. The usual charge 
appears to be one of obstructing the 
police. 

The society has lately been waiting 
for an official indication of what is to 
happen to persistent COs whose cases 
have been dismissed by the tribunals. 
One observer estimates that not more 
than five per cent. have received ex- 
emption. Many applicants—for in- 
stance, members of the Brethren—are 
accepting non-combatant duties. The 


tribunals themselves appear to repro- 
duce some of the worse characteristics 
of some tribunals in Britain. 

One member of the Christian Paci- 
fist Society has already served four- 
teen days’ imprisonment for refusal 
to register. 


WHY NOT SsTOP 
NIGHT BOMBING? 


Max Plowman’s 
last article in 
THE ADELPHI 


reprinted as a leaflet. 14d. each 
7d. per dozen, 3s. 7d. per 100, in- 
cluding postage. 
PEACE PLEDGE UNION 


Dick Sheppard House 
Endsleigh Street, London. W.C.1. 


PUBLIC MEETING. LLOYD PARK 
PAVILION, WALTHAMSTOW. 
Sunday September 14th, at 3 p.m. 
“PEACE AIMS AND POST-WAR 
RECONSTRUCTION 


Gerald Bailey, M.A. Director of Nat. Peace 
Council. Chairman: E. C. Redhead. 
Admission free; a limited number of re 
served seats at 6d. each. Tickets and 
further details from Geoffrey Stedman, 
133 Endlebury Road, E.4, 


TPHE basis of the Peace Pledge 
Union is the following pledge 
which is signed by each member: 


I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 


The address to which new signatures of 
the pledge should be sent, and from which 
further particulars may be obtained. ia: 


PPU HEADQUARTERS, 
Dick Sheppard House, 
6, Endsleigh St., W.C.1 


followed by a second evening when the sub- 
ject will be further debated. -The subjects 
chosen are: (1) Night-Bombing, (2) Blockade, 
(3). Rights of Man, (4) Negotiated Peace. 
Meetings are held every Wednesday night at 
6 o'clock at the Friends’ Meeting House, Rase- 
mary Street, Bristol. Further particulars 
from Miss Beryl Hudson, 16 Withleigh Road, 
Bristol, 4. 

Week-end School.—On Saturday and Sunday, 
September 20 and 21, a weekend school is be 
ing arranged by the Whatstandwell and Dik- 
trict Groups. Andrew Stewart will give both 
lectures: Saturday, 20, 6.45 p.m. at Fritchley 
Meeting House, subject ‘‘The War and us up 
to now.” Sunday, 21, 10.30 a.m. Lower 
Chapel, Whatstandwell, ‘““What lies ahead and 
what can we do?’ Accommodation can be ar- 
ranged at the local community centre for some 
of the visitors. For further details and re- 
quests for accommodation apply to Janet Sted- 
man, Woodland Cottage, Fritchley, nr. Derby. 


J.B. 


Lancaster.—The chairman of the Lancaster 
Group, Phil Smith, has (ag reported elsewhere 
in this issue) been sentenced to six months’ 
imprisonment for failing to submit himself for 
medical examination and failure to pay the 
fines imposed. The Lancaster Group write: 
“Phil's courage and devotion to pacifism has 
profoundly moved us all in Lancaster. His 
testimony from the dock will long be remem- 
bered for its passion and truth. His case dem- 
onstrates clearly the naked force which is 
thinly cloaked with socalled legal trappings.” 
Oldbury.—In connexion with the visit of John 
Barclay on September 21 the following en- 
gagements have been arranged, at the Warley 
Institutional Church: 11 a.m., “Pacifism as a 
way of life; 3 p.m., meeting arranged by 
Oldbury group; 6 p.m. “Dare we face’ the 
future?” 


HEADQUARTERS APPEAL! 
Wanted, before the rains set in, an Umbrella 
stand for Dick Sheppard House. Offera to J. 
B., Room 13, 6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 
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and every child under fourteen—yvicariously, 
of course—15s. a week, on all things offered 
for sale in retail shops; but they would be 
free to spend what they, or their parents, liked 
on rent, travel, entertainment, and other ser- 
vices. The Manchester Guardian comments: 
There are many objections to so radical 
a scheme, but sooner or later we may be 
forced to adopt sumething like it if the dis- 
location of which the first signs are now 
appearing is not to grow beyond control. 


Not “‘Dodgers’’ 


E publish elsewhere in this issue the 

names and sentences of more consci- 
entious objectors who have been sent to prison 
for refusing to submit to medical examination. 
In giving a similar list last week we indicated 
that it represented something of a general 
drive against COs who have reached that par- 
ticular stage of their stand against consciption 
for military service. 


That drive has now been described by the 
Daily Express (Sept. 3) as a “round-up of the 
army dodgers.” It is necessary to enter a 
atrong protest against such a description. 


Misleading 


ig is true, as the Express has pointed out be 
fore, that the old procedure of releasing men 
(after no more than a £6 fine or two months’ 
imprisonment or both) who still refused to be 
Medically examined provided a comparatively 
easy means of at least temporary “exemption” 
from military service. And while it was a 
perfectly normal part of the process of dealing 
with people who refused to perform military 
service on conscientious grounds, its compara- 
tive lemiency may well have been a temptation 
to those who objected on grounds which might 
qualify them for the term ‘‘dodgers.” 


But one would have thought that the mere 
fact that a man is now prepared to continue 
his refusal in spite of the possibility of a 
twelve months’ sentence, as well as a fine, 
hardly qualified him for such an epithet. In 
any case, even the meagre Express reports 
iwshow that. in some cases at any rate, the re 
ifusal of the men concerned springs from their 
‘conscience (the paper sometimes actually uses 
the term “conscientious objector’) and not 
from any unworthy motive of mere shirking. 
And if the reports had been fuller they would 
no doubt have shown that most of these men 
had from the very start come out into the 
open as registered COs. Inadequate reports 
are more than ever understandable these days 
but misleading headlines as inexcusable as ever. 


Rising Tide Of Hate 


FANHE tide of hatred —which inevitably in- 

creases as war becomes more bitter— 
has perceptibly risen during the past week or 
two. William Barkley (Daily Express, Sept. 
4) concludes, on the strength of one or two 
atori¢s which he claims are only examples of 
“fa dozen” he could give, that ‘‘the Germans 
deserve to be hated.” John Gordon (Sunday 
Express, Aug. 31) declares that “‘we need as 
well the most intense hatred in our hearts 
of everything Hitler stands for and has done.” 
But he speaks an unpleasant truth which those 
spacifists who shrink from ‘negotiating with 
Hitler” should face squarely when he addg that 
“You can’t win a war like this without hating 
your enemy.” And the Russians have moved 
from the position of blaming only Hitler and 
the “Nazi gang” to putting “‘the guilt for his 
erimes”’ on the whole German people more 
quickly than we did. 

But hatemongering has a respectable parent 
in such claims as that this war is ‘a fight 
for Humanity against Bestiality,”” to quote A. 
A. Milne’s Jetter in The Times, Sept. 8, in 
which he appealed to Americans to look at 
the war in terms of “chivatry” instead of 
self-interest. He received, however, a timely 
reply from an American (Times, Sept. 8)— 
which, tov, the pacifist who attributes high 
purposes to this war should consider: 


The standard of chivalry Mr. Milne pro- 
poses for America has not characterized the 
actions of this country, nor any other—and 
1 do not criticize. I do not recall that stan- 
dard being lived up to for China nor dur- 
ing the years preceding this war. The cer- 
tain fact is that nations, including Great 
chivalry—the determining factor is that of 
Britain, do not enter world wars out of 
vital self-interest. 


CLASSIFIED (Cont.) 
WHERE TO STAY 


IN RIBBLESDALE, Yorkshire. Heys Farm 
a Gvest House founded on Quaker principles. 
—Wardeny Sidney and Olive Lucas, W. Brad- 
ford. nr. Clitheroe. 
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PEACE NEWS 
NEWS OF C.O.s 


Position Under Fire - Guard 


Order 


"NHERE ig no legal provision for the 

exemption of conscientious ob- 
jectors under the compulsory reg- 
istration of men between 18 and 
60 for fire-guard duties which begins 
tomorrow (Saturday) and continues 
on the following Saturday and Sun- 
ay. 


Details of where (generally an em- 
ployment exchange) and when to reg- 
ister are being announced locally. 


As soon as possible after the reg- 
istration those affected will be notified 
where and when they are to enrol in 
the squad to which they have been al- 
located. Claims for exemption from 
such duties must be made on a form 
obtainable at the time of registration. 
Such claims are heard by military 
Service (Hardship) Committees sit- 
ting for this purpose. 


Exemption can be claimed on medi- 
eal or hardship grounds, Each com- 
mittee has complete power to decide 
whether or not to recognize consci- 
entious objection as a hardship. Only 


OTHER C.0. NEWS 


FYOLLOWING are more cases of men 
sentenced to imprisonment for re- 


fusal to be medically examined: 
TWELVE MONTHS 

L. C. Friend, of Plymouth, on September 2. 
The previous week he was fined £5. 

SIX MONTHS 

P. H. Smith, of Carnforth, at Lancaster on 
Saturday. Fined £1 with costs the previous 
week. 

J. S. Minton at Kingston-on-Thames on Sept. 
2. Fined £5 on August 25, refused to pay 
and was imprisoned. Later the fine was paid, 
ne Was released, and re-arrested. 

A. A. Atkins. of Finsbury Park; H. J. Rut- 
land, of Holloway; A. C. Jarvis, of Hamp- 
THREE MONTHS 

R. B. Mathias, of St. Helens; E. G. Hann, of 
Perthshire: J. G. Anderson, of Liverpool; 
sentenced at Liverpool on September 2. 


ck * ™ 


No bonus.—A motion that no war bonus be 
paid to any CO on the teaching staff was 
carried by 41 votes to 36 at Lanarkshire Ed- 
ucation Committee meeting last week. 

W. J. Brigden, of Tooting, who recently 
served 31 days in Wandsworth, anticipates fur- 
ther imprisonment for refusing medical ex- 
amination. In this event his secretaryship 
of the Pacifist Esperanto League will be car- 
ried on provisionally by E. C. Haigh, ‘‘Eller- 
slie,” Sully Road, Penarth Glam., and his 
printing orders will be taken over by S. H. 
Street, 4 Blegborough Road, London, S.W. 16, 
who printed The Tribunal for a time during 
the last war. 

Tailpiece.—Mr. S. Bradley, trade union re- 
presentative on Division 3 of London Appellate 
Tribunal, is reported to have told an appellant 
who wos 2 musician: “Don’t you know that 
if Hitler wins there will be no music in this 
country ?” 


ADVISORY BUREAUX 


The Longridge bureau has amalgamatetd 
with Preston, the secretary of which is: Fred 
Bancroft, Oak Lea, Kn jwle Green, Longridge, 
nr. Preston, Lanes. 

Changes of secretaries: 

Stockport.—Mrs. Dorothy Hobson, Aldor, Bux- 
ton Rd., Stockport. 

Fareham and Gosport.—Ronald F. Savage, 
Denham House, Elmhurst Rd., Fareham, Hants. 
Rugby.—S. Darlington, 184 Hillmorton Rd., 
Rugby. 

Newcastle.—Miss Dorothy Forster, 23 Brand- 
jing Park, Newcastie-on-Tyne, 2 (pro tem.) 
Northumberland and Durham Regional Board. 

Miss Dorothy Forster, as above. 

Change of Address: 

Wrexham.—R. Halsall, 4 Gloucester Drive, 
Wrexham. 


Henry Finch 


A CORRESPONDENT writes of 
- Henry Frank Finch, 35, a senior 
post warden at Finsbury, London, who 


was killed on May 10 when a land 
mine fell by the wardens’ post: 

“Finch served as a voluntary warden until 
a week before his death, when he was ap- 
pointed to the paid staff. He was married and 
his daughter, Barbara, had her first birthday 
before her father died—the day on which he 
won the George Medal. Finch received his 
award for his part in saving five people trap- 
ped in a flooded basement in April when he 
was lowered on a rope by another conscientious 
objector, Arthur Lockett, into the submerged 
room. Another colleague, S. Mead 18, received 


the BEM. 
““T asked him not to go back on duty that 


night,’ Mrs. Finch said to me the next morning 
when she drove into London for news of her 
husband.” 
[OEE 
SUNDAY, SEPT. 28: Keep this date free 
for a meeting and social to launch the 
“FRIENDS OF FREEDOM PRESS” 
Speakers will include 
ETHEL MANNIN. HERBERT READ, 
FREDRICK LOHR, F. A. RIDLEY 
Commencing 3.30 p.m. at the large Conway 
Halli, Red Lion Square. Admission free. 
Handbills and further particulars from 
Freedom Press, 27 Belsize Rd.. N.W.6. 
SEE PG 


one case in which it was so recognized 
has been reported to Peace News. The 
Ministry of Home Security has stated 
in this connexion that it “could not 
possibly suggest to the tribunals” (i.e. 
Hardship Committees) “who are inde- 
pendent bodies, how such applications 
should be treated.” 


Anybody who wilfully avoids reg- 
istration will be liable to prosecution 
and to penalties up to £100 or three 
months’ imprisonment, or both, on 
summary conviction, and £500 or two 
years’ imprisonment, or both, on in- 
dictment—the penalties for a breach 
of the Defence (General) Regulations 
1939, under which the Fire Prevention 
(Business Premises) Order, 1941, was 
made. 


Shortly after the issue of the Order 
in January the Executive Committee 
of the Peace Pledge Union defined its 
attitude in this resolution: 


The Executive Committee of the PPU is 
still opposed to the claim of the State to 
compel anyone to action which in itself is 
morally repugnant to him, or involves a 
vital infringement of what he sincerely be- 
lieves to be his vocation. The committee 
would therefore recommend that those whom 
the new regulations offend in either or both 
of the above particulars should refuse to 
register or accept compulsion—and that 
those who do not find them so to offend 
should acquiesce in the scheme. 

A correspondent, Ernest A. Whittaker, who 
refused to register under the Civil Defence 
Duties (Compulsory Enrolment) (City of Lon- 
don) Order, 1941, was summoned to appear 
at the Mansion House on Wednesday for fail- 
ure to report for duty on August 3 and 18. 


CLASSIFIED 


2d per word, minimum 2s. 6d. 
Box Number 6d. extra, 


N.B.{Cash MUST accompany copy, 
except for series bookings. 


Latest time for copy MONDAY 


ACCOMMODATION 

CAN 4a lady or smal! family (pacifist) let 
a rather large unfurnished room, with a 
iittle accommodation besides, to an elderly 
lady, needing attention? Please state mod- 
erate terms.—Box 921, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 

COCKFOSTERS.—Comfortable bed-sitting 
room to let in modern well-appointed house, 
with or without board.—Box 920, Peace News, 
3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

FOR ALL properties to be let or sold in 
N.W. London and Districts, apply to McCraith 
and Brooks, Auctioneers and Surveyors, 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell 9888, 3 
lines), who will give special attention to the 
requirements of pacifists. 

GOOD home offered, low rate, to business 
woman willing to give some help in household, 
vegetarian possible. 18 miles N.E. London.— 
Box 918, Peace News, $3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

HOUSE to let, furnished or unfurnished. 
outskirts N. London; suit family or small 
“community.”” Low rental.—_Box 854, Peace 


News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


TWO furnished rooms modern house, use of 
bath and kitchenette. Suit business couple.— 
100 Arundel Drive, S. Harrow. 

WIDOWER has lower part of house to let un- 
furnished; rent moderate; applicauts should 
be able to give about 1 hour’s service daily— 
Write Walter Coventon, Swarthmore, Gordon 
Avenue, Stunmore, Middx. 


EDUCATIONAL 


EDUCATION IN COMMUNITY. “Vacancies 
for boys autumn term, ages 5-12. Qualified 
staff. Vegetarian food reform. ‘Safe area. 
Moderate fees.—Community School, Alderwood 
House, Greenham Common, nr, Newbury, Berks. 

L.L.P. CORRESPONDENCE COURSES. 
Theory of the State; Political Geography of 
Nation States; Colonial Problems; Language 
and Propaganda; History British Socialism; 
Modern European, Scottish and Economic His- 
tury; Economics. Free to LL.P. members; 2/6 
non-members. Qualified tutors. Individual at- 
tention to requirements of students and study 
groups. For fuller information send stamped 
addressed envelope to Greta James, 13 Barley- 
croft Green. Welwyn Garden City, Herts. 

LEARN to write and speak for peace and 
human brotherhood, harnessing artistic, im- 
aginative, intuitive and individual gifts, cor- 
respondence lessons 5s. each (Also small 
classes 1s. Gd. each). Dorothy Matthews, 
B.A., 32 Primrose Hil] Rd., London, N.W.3. 

PROGRESSIVE Home-school, Wye Valley. 
Young couple, educated modern school, offer 
individual care children (7-12). Low fees.— 
Young. B.A., Hollyside, Brockweir, near 
Chepstow. 

SATISFIED WITH LIFE? Advanced phil- 
osopher and psychologist offers conscientious 
readers of Peace News exceptional individual 
help and advice on ull matters pertaining to 
health and happiness. Serious inquiries only, 
enclosing stamp for reply, to —Box 922,Peace 
News. % Blackstock Rd. N.4. 

SHERWOOD SCHOOL, Epsom. Co-educa- 
tional school for children from 3 years; grad- 
uate staf mainly drawn from a Community 
of Friends who ure alive to the urgent nee 
of educating fur a changing world. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 
CARRIER Cycles for tradesmen, carriage 
paid, all complete, thus ready to use, £7 13s, 
Harris Cycle Co., Coventry. 
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3 Elackstock Road, London, N.4. 
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Latest time for 
Displayed Advertisements 
FIRST POST Monday 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed to viewa 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Sti 
less does the acceptance of advertisementa 
imply endorsement of any views expressed or 
implied therein or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised). Contributiona are wel- 
comed, though no payment is made. They 
should be typewritten, if possible, and ene 
side only of the paper should be used. They 
may not be returned unless a stamped 
addressed envelope is enclosed, nor can we 
undertake to acknowledge all correspondence 
owing to increased cost of postage. 


Published from 3 Blackstock Rd., London, 
N.4., by ‘“‘Peace News” Ltd. Printed hy 
Clifford Printing Co., London, N.16. 


a 
REDHURST SCHOOL, Cranleigh 
Boys and girls Day and Boarding Schoel 
from 5—14 years 
Special emphasis on art, music, workshop 
and creative activities, besides thorough 
grounding in academic subjects. 
A. F. Weaver, B.A. 
K. Allott, B.A., B.Litt., D.Th.P.T. 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


LAND & COMMUNITY 


MYDDLE PARK COMMUNITY needs paci- 
fists with vocation for agriculture; over mili- 
tary age or unconditionally exempt; accom- 
modation, maintenance, and pocket-money pro- 
vided.—J. C. Hamer, 51 Roft Street, Oswestry. 

RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY and club. 
Activities: open-air; internationalism ; le-tures. 
Vegetarian restaurant.—Youth House, 250 
Camden Road, N.W.1. 


LITERATURE &c. 


ISSUES—Surveys relevant facts. Current 
number—‘“‘India’s Wear on Two Fronts/’— 
Stamp to 79 Sedgeford Road, London, W.12. 

WUAKERISM. information aug iiverature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the 
Religious Society of Friends, free on applica- 
tion to the Friends’ Home Service Committes. 
Friends House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 
LINOTYPE OPERATOR wanted by printers 
of Peace News. Union conditiona.—Clifford 
Printing Co., Victoria Works, 12b, Manor Rd., 
N.16. Stamford Hill 2943. 


PACIFIST radio dealer has opening for man 
with some Service experience. Please give full 


particulars re capabilities; and meters (if any) 


—F. S. Taieb, A.MI.R.E., 57 High Street, 
Hoddesdon (Tel. Hoddesdon 3102), and Honey 
Lane, Hertford, Herts. 

THE BABIES’ HOSPITAL (Burnage, Man- 
chester), Pacifist Fire Squad is losing eleven 
men. To fill! a gap write Cowan, 15 Dean 
Drive, Wilmslow, Manchester. 

WANTED, girl of 18-23 to train as denta) 
nurse in industrial practice. Prefer person 
refusing registration for Christian reasons. 
East Birmingham district.—Box 914 Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 
ARCHITECTURAL or town-planning work 
required by qualified C.O. 10 years’ practical 
experience, including surveying.—Box 923. 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.A- 
COMPANION help or housekeeper. Would 
a sympathetic member of the community offer 
Post to wife of unsuccessful conscientious oab- 
jector now awaiting Government's pleasure. 
Excellent cook and needlewoman.—Box 919, 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 
ELECTRICAL engineer, 28, B.Sc. (Eng.), 8 
| years’ practical experience telecommunicationa, 
seeks employment of non-military nature.— 
Box 924,Peace News, 3 Biackstock Rd., N.4. 
WOMAN teacher. 42, experienced, higheat 
refs., suspended for duration, seeks work. 
Teaching, clerical, welfare, evacuees, garden- 
ing. Sympathetic surroundings appreciated. 
West preferred.—Box 925,Peace News, 3 Black- 
stockaRd 3? N.4 = ee a 
MISCELLANEOUS 
ALL pocifists who are members of the Lab- 
our Party should communicate with Sybil Mor- 
rison, Organizing Secretary of the Labour 
Pacifist Fellowship, Redcap, Greenatreet Green. 
Farnborough, Kent. 


Fora SOCIALIST Victory 


JOHN Mc-GOVERN, M.P. 
(1-L,P. National Chairman) 
WALTER PADLEY 
(LUL.P. National Executive) 


will speak at an 


I.L.P. MASS RALLY 
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 


(one minute Holborn Tube) W.C.1. 


on 


Wednesday, September 17th, 


at 7, p.m. Chair : Jobn McNair. 
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